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| INTRODUCTION:

Entreculturas aims to offer this didactic proposal as a way of contributing
with an educational approach on the difficult situation generated by the war
in Ukraine.

In these times of uncertainty, youth, as well as the rest of citizens are showing how values like
solidarity are the path to hope. This crisis may uncover fears and insecurities, but it also
provides an educational opportunity to reflect and reassert the value of the peace culture in the
educational field, enabled by the education practitionners.

Once again, the course of the events has shown us that global interdependence is the
distinctive sign of our times. Everything is connected, global challenges affect the world as a
whole and, consequently, answers have to be global. This is why we all need to get involved.

We at Entreculturas believe that, in these times, we can still educate and accompany young
citizens that are connected with reality, capable of analysing it from a critical point of view and
committed to solving the global challenges of our time and to the construction of a peaceful,
hosting and caring scene.

Facing this situation, Entreculturas offers a pedagogical approach directed towards young
people between the ages of 12 and 16. This structure lasts one hour but it can also be divided
in two sessions if we want to elongate the duration of the dialogues and reflections. This
didactic unit offers guidelines to approach, from a didactic stance for the global citizens, dealing
with conflict constructively, which allows the transformation of insecurities and fears into actions,
recurring to our ability to act as citizens in the construction of a culture of peace in our
environments.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Identifying one’s own experience in this conflict and promoting empathy towards other
people’s way of living it.

2. Promote dialogues that revolve around the construction of a culture of peace.

3. Offering tools to channel solidarity initiatives that work on this situation from our own
contexts.

AGE

* 12 to 16 years of age.

MATERIAL

e Printed notes or newspaper cut-outs
relevant to this situation

* Markers/ pens and paper sheets

« Big poster board to glue the actions on

¢ Glue/duct tape

¢ Annexes



DEVELOPMENT OF
THE ACTIVITY:

To develop this activity in the classroom, we have to keep in mind that it is an ongoing matter
that is expected to have different levels of impact on the lives of the young persons. It is
desirable to create an environment of safety and trust so that the participants can express how
they feel in regards to this problematic. This way all of them can collaborate with the situation
from their own reality, by thinking of solidary actions through which they will be constructing a
culture of peace.

1.WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE UKRAINE'S SITUATION?

We start by presenting the activity. We can explain that we will talk about the conflict in the
Ukraine, on which we may expect participants to have at least a minimal knowledge.. We ask
them what they know about this topic and what they would like to know or further their
knowledge on regarding said topic. We leave a short space to comment on this matter.

Since we predict that there will be participants directly affected by this matter, we suggest
closing this exchange of ideas while encouraging an attitude of respect and listening. Shortly
after that, we will explain that the idea of this activity is to reflect in how we feel, how we can
contribute, what our situation is in relation with the conflict, etc. Through this, we will be able to
identify our possible role to collaborate with the Ukraine Emergency from our own perspective
moving towards the construction of peace. This accentuates the importance of respecting the
other people in the classroom and the contributions they may give at all times.

Once the notions on the Ukraine’s conflict have been shared, the person directing the activity
will help to contextualise the information. To do this, we suggest providing them with news on
the conflict of the Ukraine.

 https://emergenciaucraniajesuitas.org/

o https://emergenciaucraniajesuitas.org/es/posicionamiento-sjm/

 https://www.unicef.org/topics/ukraine

e https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/03/russia-ukraine-invasion-of-ukraine-is-an-
act-of-aggression-and-human-rights-catastrophe/

 https://jrs.net/en/ukraine-emergency/

o https://protectingeducation.org/news/statement-by-gcpea-executive-director-diya-nijhowne-
on-attacks-on-education-in-ukraine/

In the case that we have time for it, we can suggest that they seek the information from online
newspapers through their devices and share it with the group. Another option that requires less
time, is giving them information through printed newspapers and articles, for which we can bring
previously prepared, from which we can make cut-outs. This is a way of making them visualise
in a tangible way what they have been listening to, as well as giving the monitor the option to
contextualise through the cut-outs.

We will also remind that this is not the only conflict that is currently going on in the world. There
are many more currently active conflicts like in Syria, Yemen, Afghanistan, ect. We will make
the group reflect on the following questions:


https://emergenciaucraniajesuitas.org/
https://emergenciaucraniajesuitas.org/es/posicionamiento-sjm/
https://www.unicef.org/topics/ukraine
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/03/russia-ukraine-invasion-of-ukraine-is-an-act-of-aggression-and-human-rights-catastrophe/
https://jrs.net/en/ukraine-emergency/
https://protectingeducation.org/news/statement-by-gcpea-executive-director-diya-nijhowne-on-attacks-on-education-in-ukraine/

« What consequences are visible when the culture of peace is broken in a territory?
+ Do we believe then, that it is important to preserve it on a daily basis?

We will write down their contributions, and we will reflect with the participants on the fact that
these situations should make us reinforce our support of the culture of peace, instead of
paralyzing us. Peace is one of our most treasured goods, since it allows the development of our
lives, the harmony and our rights. Without peace, life and harmony become unsustainable.
Because of this, situations like this one have to identify us as peace-promoting agents in our
daily life environments. Do they agree?

2.HOW DO WE FEEL ON THE SITUATION?

To keep advancing in the unit, we suggest making them realise that, when put in a situation like
this, it is possible that we do not know how to feel, or that we even feel many ways at once that
may contradict one another. This is normal, so let us try to identify this together. We will show
the images (See Annex |) of the different emotions this situation can trigger and we will ask
them to take their time to observe them and think on what number they feel identified with.

Once personal reflection time is up, we will follow up with an exchange of ideas in the group, by
asking:

Pasado este momento de reflexion personal abrimos un espacio de intercambio de ideas en
grupo preguntando:

« Which number do you feel identified with? Why?.
* Once the people that wanted to share their answer are finished: Which are the most
recurrent numbers? And the least recurrent ones?

After that, we will hand out small pieces of paper, which we will ask them to write their concerns
regarding the Ukraine Emergency. Each concern will be written on an individual piece of paper.
They can write any concern they may come up with. We leave them some minutes so that they
can reflect and write on the paper pieces. Then we will ask them to share their concerns with
the group, if they are comfortable in doing so, and that they keep the papers, since they will
need them later.

Depending on the concerns mentioned, we will think as a class on possible actions that can
become initiatives that we can collaborate with to improve the negative situation that this conflict
is generating, as well as create a culture of peace to prevent it from ever happening again.

3. WE GET INVOLVED IN THE EMERGENCY: LET US BUILD A
CULTURE OF PEACE!

It is time to think of actions! But first we suggest that we read “Solidaridad para sostener la
Esperanza” (Annex Il) together to come up with actions that have the context and what we know
up to now in mind.

We suggest that the Decalogue is read aloud as a group, so that different persons can
participate in its readout. After the readout, we will give them some minutes to think of a
possible action individually. To do this, we will hand out new pieces of paper on which the
actions that they think of will be written in the same way they did with their concerns before.



Before they write said actions, we will ask them to review their concerns and remember the
image they identified with. It is desirable that we convey that having these two things in mind will
make it much easier to think of actions that they can truly work on from their reality.

After a few minutes to write down the actions, we will suggest that they share their actions in
groups. We ask them to form groups of 4 to 5 people. We can propose the following questions
that they will have to discuss in groups:

+ What role did you imagine yourself in to construct peace?
+ What concerns did you write down?
* What action/s did you come up with?

After sharing and discussing these topics, they will have to define a final action to present to the
rest of the class. To choose the final action from all of the proposed ones that can have these
factors in mind:

+ Which one was liked the most by the majority?
* Which one is more viable?.

Furthermore, they could take ideas from the different propositions they have made and agree
on one that includes many, keeping its role and reality in mind to propose actions from it.

We will give them the template to think of their action (Annex Ill) and ask them to fill it in with
what the group agrees on. This template can be given in a average-sheet-sized print or
projected, in which case we will ask them to make their own chart on a paper-sheet. Once they
finish working in groups, we will ask them to share their idea with the rest of the class. It is
advisable to leave some minutes after each presentation, so that the rest of the participants can
give their opinion on the action, propose improvements they think of...

Once all the actions have been presented, we will stick them all together on a big poster, in a
way that they get collected in a mural. All actions will be glued on that same poster, and all of
the concerns that they set out of will be glued around them. They can hang up the poster in their
class or in a visible place in the centre so that other people see it and all of the people of the
centre can engage with its cause.

We will end the activity by thanking everyone for sharing their feelings and transmitting the
importance of committing to the proposed actions. Closing questions could be:

« How do you feel after this dynamic?

« Do you believe that this has helped you when empathising with how other people live this
conflict?

» Do you feel motivated due to the actions?

« How do you think that these actions will influence the future of creating a culture of peace?






SOLIDARITY TO SUPPORT HOPE

« Solidarity is the best thing that humanity has to offer and a part of us. In the hardest times,
our society has responded in a united way through it. Solidarity expresses a conscience of
global community that is needed. It allows us to leave no one behind in so many crises that
ravish our world.

« In these difficult times, solidarity needs to be prepared to effectively reach who needs it the
most. Because of this, it is important to keep ourselves informed extensively on the different
possibilities through which we can help the Ukrainian citizens.

« |t is crucial that we make sure that our sources are truthful. If there is a doubt, it is best to
contrast with other sources. Let us avoid sharing lies or information that feeds fake news
and the hate speeches towards any population, regardless of what country they come from.

+ Maybe we want to collaborate with an NGO. We can always consult the work it does, who
the beneficiaries of its work are and what means of collaboration it offers. Entreculturas and
Alboan collaborate through the Emergency Ukraine campaign.

« Currently, the organisations on the field have their own qualified personnel. Due to this, the
most effective means of helping is by supporting the work of entities specialised in
emergencies, to get to the affected people as fast as possible.

+ One of the ways of helping are economic donations. These allow for a better logistic
organisation and it eases the work of organisations on the field. They can spend more time
accompanying refugees, due to this. An added benefit is that it helps reactivating the area’s
economy.

* You can also help in your own area, by strengthening the culture of hospitality, working to
increase the empathy that we are known for and demanding fair, inclusive and solidary
migratory and asylum policies.

« The refugee host system is officially organized by the State in cooperation with different
specialised organisations. Let us seek advice from these organisations and collaborations
through official petitions that can reach society.

+ We build peace through education. If you are a teacher or an educator, you have an
opportunity to transfer to young people the importance of the culture of peace as a base for
a just and inclusive society. There are different didactic units that can help you available at
Redec.org.

» Let us maintain hope during hard times. Let us always defend the right of people to a decent
life in freedom and peace.


https://emergenciaucraniajesuitas.org/
https://emergenciaucraniajesuitas.org/es/orientaciones-acogida-personas-desplazadas-ucrania/
https://redec.org/

ANNEX 1

Name of the action

Concern

Description

Objectives

Towards who is it directed

People, networks or
entities that take part in it

Dates

Material
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