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We begin the activity by explaining to the group that on this day we celebrate Earth Day: a day to reflect on the importance of our Planet and the need to take care of it. To
start the discussion on this topic we open a debate with the participants through the following questions:

 Do you like Nature? What do you like most about it (forests, animals, rivers, etc.)?

 What activities do you like to do in the environment (play, bathe, etc.)? 

We collect all the ideas that have arisen, pointing out the importance of the environment. The Earth is the place where we live, that allows us to enjoy all the elements that have been
pointed out, as well as to do all the fun activities that they have chosen. It offers us places as wonderful as the Amazon rainforest, in South America, the largest forest in the world, so
big that children from up to 9 different countries live in it with a great diversity of species, trees, and plants.

 Do you think it is important to protect it? Do you think it is important to protect it?

We start a brainstorm with the group about what actions they take to protect the environment. One of them is recycling: a system to give a second life to resources that we have alre-
ady used.

 Do you know about recycling? Do we recycle at home and at school? Do we all participate equally in this type of activity?

To introduce the students to this practice, we will play the “Recycling Game”. To do this, we will divide the participants into four groups: green group (glass), yellow group (containers,
cans, and carton packages), blue group (paper and cardboard) and brown group (organic waste). The promoter of the activity will name elements that can be recycled and the group
that represents the container to which it corresponds will rise up in unison shouting Recycling! As reward, each group will get as many green leaves as the number of elements they
have managed to recycle. 

Coordinator: Clara Maeztu. Authors Érika Aguilar, Clara Maeztu, Anna Spezie, Pilar Vera. Art and Design Direction: Maribel Vázquez. Photograph: Fe y Alegría Perú. Print: Iarriccio Artes Gráficas. Legal 
deposit: M-11612-2018. Editing: Fundación Entreculturas. 2018.

1/ Reflect on the importance of taking care of the environment. 

2/ Increase the group’s knowledge about recycling.

3/ Promote the acquisition of environmental care habits. 

We observe the photograph, what do we see?

To finish the activity, each group will create a recycling bin of the color assigned to them, using cardboard boxes and/or recycled material. If they already have this type of container,
they can improve and decorate existing ones. The containers will remain in the classroom to establish a recycling system in class. 

Each week it will be evaluated if they have recycled appropriately, noting the importance of everyone participating equally, since the care of the environment is the task of the whole group
without distinctions. The participants will be encouraged to replicate the activity in their homes, with their friends, etc. thus becoming protectors of the environment!
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Sustainable Development Goal 15: Sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

We begin the activity by explaining to the group that on this day we celebrate Earth Day: a day to reflect on the importance of our Planet and the need to take care of it. To
start the reflection on this topic we open a debate with the participants through the following questions:

 What elements exist in Nature? (trees, plants, animals, etc.) Do you think there is a connection between them?

To reflect on these issues, we introduce them to the concept of “ecosystem”, understood as a unit composed of various interdependent living organisms (animals, plants, etc.), that
share the same environment. On the planet there are diverse ecosystems, sometimes as rich as the Amazon rainforest. Located in South America, it is the most extensive forest in
the world, one of the most biodiverse places on Earth, where many species of plants, animals, and inhabitants of up to 9 different countries coexist and interact. How do you think that
interaction should be so that there is a peaceful and respectful coexistence with the environment? As part of the ecosystem, how is the action of human beings? What actions do we
carry out that negatively affect the Planet and what consequences do they have? Which ones contribute to its protection?

To reflect on this concept, we will recreate an ecosystem with the group. The participants will sit in a circle, simulating the Amazon ecosystem. Each participant will choose to
represent a natural or human element of that ecosystem (tree, plant, animal, natural element, human community, etc.). The first person in the circle will be given a ball of wool. She/he
must say aloud what element of the ecosystem she/he has chosen to represent and she/he will pass the ball to another person in the group, staying with one end of the wool. In this way,
they will weave little by little a spider’s web that will symbolize the different interactions that exist between the elements of the ecosystem. 

The objective of the group is that the thread is tense, maintained by all the components of the ecosystem. When finished, the promoter of the activity will name human actions that can
cause damage to the environment. After saying each of the actions, at least one participant will let go of their thread, until the spider web formed is released (at least one of the actions
mentioned will be the indiscriminate chopping of trees to produce paper, which will give rise to design the recycling system with which the activity ends).

At this point, we will reflect with the group on the need to take care of each of the elements of our ecosystems, and the ecological imbalances that human actions can cause.

 What consequences can the lack of environmental care have?

 Can the action of one of the elements of the ecosystem have consequences for others?

 Are we responsible for the care of the environment? What kind of actions can we do to protect it?

We start brainstorming by naming actions. With each good action identified one of the expelled participants will be able to regain their part of the thread, restoring in this way the na-
tural balance of the ecosystem.

1/ Bring the group closer to the concepts of “ecosystem” and “interdependence”.

2/ Encourage participants to identify themselves as environmental protection agents.

3/ Promote the commitment of the group through the elaboration of actions for the care of the environment. 

We observe the photograph, what do we see?

As an example of how we can begin to take responsibility for the care of the environment, the group will be proposed to design a recycling system. They will have to decide how
many garbage cans they will have and for what type of waste, and design and decorate them with cardboard boxes and recycled material.

Each week it will be evaluated if they have recycled appropriately, noting the importance of everyone participating equally, since the care of the environment and all natural and human
elements of the ecosystem is the task of the whole group without distinction. The participants will be encouraged to replicate the activity in their homes, with their friends, etc., thus
becoming protectors of the environment. How far could they go?
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We begin the activity by explaining to the class that on this day we celebrate Earth Day: a day to reflect on the importance of our Planet and the need to protect it and live
in it in harmony. To start the reflection on this topic we open a debate with the participants through the following questions:

 What do you like most about Nature (forests, animals, rivers, etc.)? What activities do you enjoy doing in the environment (playing, bathing, etc.)?

We collect all the ideas that have arisen, pointing out the importance of the environment. The Earth is the place where we live, that allows us to enjoy all the elements that have been
pointed out, as well as to do all the activities that they have chosen. It offers us places as wonderful as the Amazon rainforest, in South America, the largest forest in the world, one of
the most biodiverse places on Earth, where children and teenagers from up to 9 different countries live in.

 Do you know the Amazon? Did you know that it is in danger? Many species of animals and plants are in danger of extinction and entire communities have to move from their homes
because of the indiscriminate chopping of trees and the lack of respect for the environment. What consequences can this have? What can we do?

To reflect on this reality, the group will play the game “Environmental Guardians”. The group will gather in a circle and each participant will represent an Amazon tree. Four volunteers
will be asked to advance towards the center of the circle: three of them will represent lumberjacks and one will be an environmental guardian (both girls and boys will be encouraged
to take on both roles). The aim of the lumberjacks will be to cut as many trees as possible. Each time you touch a tree three times it will fall to the ground. The person who has the role
of forest guardian can make them grow again by touching them once they have fallen. However, the process of growth of a tree is slow, so they cannot get up again in a single movement,
but first they will have to sit down, then they will have to get on their knees and finally they will get up to continue playing. While the new trees rise (“grow”), the people who have the role
of lumberjacks will be able to cut them down again.

The first round will be played for two minutes. Following, another round will be played again; this time with 2 lumberjacks and 2 environmental guardians, and a third round will be played
with 3 environmental guardians and 1 lumberjack, thus inverting the initial proportions. We will reflect with the group on what has been the result of each round, the consequences of
the indiscriminate chopping of trees, as well as what happens when many people are involved in taking care of the Earth. 

 Can the members of the group become Environmental Guardians? What actions can be put in place to protect the environment?

1/ Reflect on the problems associated with deforestation in the Amazon and the importance of taking care of the environment.

2/ Encourage participants to identify themselves as environmental protection agents.

3/ Promote the commitment of the group through the elaboration of actions for the care of the environment.

We observe the photograph, what do we see?

With the group, we watch the video of Entreculturas “Guardianes Ambientales”, (Environmental Guardians), available on YouTube, about an environmental initiative carried out by
young people in El Salvador. We discuss the actions that this group sets in motion and we propose to establish a system of recycling in class, through which everyone will be equally
involved without distinction in the care of the environment. Do they also recycle at home and in their neighborhood? Could they replicate the activity carried out in these spaces? How
far could they go in defending the environment?
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We begin the activity by explaining to the group that on this day we celebrate Earth Day: a day to reflect on the importance of our Planet and the need to learn to take care of
it. To start the reflection on this topic we open a debate with the participants through the following questions:

 What elements exist in Nature? (trees, plants, animals, etc.) Do you think there is a connection between them?

To reflect on these issues, we introduce them to the concept of “ecosystem”, understood as a unit composed of various interdependent living organisms (animals, plants, etc.), that share
the same environment. On the planet there are diverse ecosystems, sometimes as rich as the Amazon rainforest. Located in South America, it is the most extensive forest in the world,
one of the most biodiverse places on Earth, where many species of plants, animals, and inhabitants of up to 9 different countries coexist and interact.

 How do you think that interaction should be so that there is a peaceful and respectful coexistence with the environment?

 As part of the ecosystem, how is the action of human beings? What actions do we carry out that negatively affect the Planet and what consequences do they have? Which ones
contribute to its protection?

We write down the reflection on these questions. The Earth and the ecosystems in which we live offer us many elements on which we can learn to improve as members of this ecosystem.
To reflect on this, we introduce the group to the concept of “biomimicry”, which refers to the study of natural mechanisms and structures to apply them to the resolution of problems
that human beings have and to learn to live in harmony with our environment. We can watch the first minutes of the Ted talk by Janine Benyus called “Biomimicry in action”, available
on YouTube.

 What elements and interrelations of Nature can inspire us to relate in harmony with our environment? We will divide the class into small groups to work on this question, each of
which will have to come up with an idea, which will be presented to the rest of the group.

1/ Bring the group closer to the concepts of “ecosystem”, “interdependence”, and “biomimicry”.

2/ Encourage participants to identify themselves as environmental protection agents.

3/ Promote the commitment of the group through the elaboration of actions for the care of the environment.

We observe the photograph, what do we see?

After writing down the ideas that arise, we watch the video of Entreculturas “Guardianes Ambientales”, (Environmental Guardians), available on YouTube, about an initiative of Sal-
vadoran youths, involved in the care of the environment. Among the ideas arising from working with the concept of biomimicry and after viewing the video of environmental guardians,
what actions do you think could take place in your educational center and in your environments? As an example, it will be proposed to the group the designing of a recycling system.
They must decide how many garbage cans they will have and for what type of waste, and design and decorate them with cardboard boxes and recycled material

Each week it will be evaluated if they have recycled appropriately, noting the importance of everyone participating equally, since the care of the environment and all natural and human
elements of the ecosystem is the task of the whole group without distinction. The participants will be encouraged to replicate the activity in their homes, with their friends, etc., thus be-
coming protectors of the environment. How far could they go?
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